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WEER S my prefent Paper is to be 
ae ~N IN otiblithed on the greateft 
yt mine, Feftival in the Chriftian 
ree @agwe World, it thay be reafon- 
nee ae ably expected, that it fhotild 
ian Beeee turn upon fomething which 
may be fuirable to that fo- 


Thoughts to the Confidetation of that’ Reli- 
on, which was propagated by the facred 
fon, who made his firft Appearance 2- 
noft us in his Human Natufe on that me- 
gorable Day. I fhall however take care 
to forger my Lay-Proféffion, and re- 
| imber that I am to treat of the extenfive 
» biet which lies before me, not aS a Divine, 
: “oy but as a Philofopher. In’ purfiiance of this 
pitien, I thal! not run into any Oratorical 
Delamations.on the Excellencies of any 
pa paticular part of the Chriftian  Doétrine, 
‘m but endeavour to take a comprehenfive 
i View of the whole ; to weigh the Reafon- 
gm wlenefs of it, and examine how far it an- 
fers to what muft be the main Defign of 
Religion ; [ mean, the pointing out to its 
s a a certain and direét way to Hap- 
f m EFORE I can bring Chriftianity to 
this Teft, I muft firft rake a view of the 
Natute of Man hitvfelf; for it mult be from 
Fitnefs of it for the Perfons for whom 
Wdefign’d, and its Suitablenefs to their 
ig treral Capacities and Wants, that we can 
ittly judge of the real Wifdom or Ufesul- 
nels of it. 
_THE Heathen, as well as the Chriftian 
p) Riclophers, have generally acknowledg’d, 
da shat the Soul of Man is at prefent ina 
ode "ety Weak and fickly, Condition, and far 
ek from that Perfeétion and Reétitude 
at which it feemed to be at firft defigned. 
Bits the Heathens call’d the «7éep-pinas, or 
Ma “Oulting of rhe Wings of the Soul; which 
pom “ey fuppofed the Souls of Men were ap- 
‘ot ined to labour under during their abode 
tal 
efions they had been guilty of in a 
‘ner State, atid alfo to give them an Op- 
) Peikunity of recovering the Divine Favour 
) their future Virtue, in purifying them- 
lves from the feveral Stains and Cor- 
[ Price ‘T wo-Pence. } 
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ih Occafion ; I will therefore apply my — 
‘in a good meature, by the Subject of a late 
Paper; but however, it may be very neceflary 
to take a frefh and more diftingt iew of it, 
‘which I fhall reduce into as narrow a com- | 


€, both as a: Punifhment for fome Tran{* 


ruptions they had before contraéted.. This 
was the Heathens Conje€ture about the im- 
perfect Nature of Man, which we Chri- 
ftians can much better account for; tho’ it 


ig not my prefent Bufinefs to enquire how 


we came into this fallen State, but only to 
examine into the real Nature of ir; : 
THIS Lhave already been led to do 


pafs as I can poffibly. ‘Che firft Faculty 


‘which feems to lie before us, is our Under- 


ftanding; which is fo demonftratively dark 
ahd confufed, that the more Knowled any 


‘Man acquires, the more fenfible he always 


becomes of the Dimnefs and Short-fighted- 
nefs of this weak Eye of the Soul. Thisis 
the Source of innumerable Misfortunes ; for 
tho’ Man, notwithftanding his Degeneracy 
ftill retains the wife Defire of purfuing his 


ownHappinels by every ftephe takes; yet this . 


dark Mift which hangs over his Way, will, 
in fpite of all his care, make him but too 
often run into many a weary Labyrinth of 
Error and Mifery: His Affections are, by 
a neceflary Confequence,. very frequently 

laced moft on what can leaft afford him any 
real Happinefs. His Paffions, whofe gentle 
Gales fhould waft him into the Haven of 
Blifs, are, for want of due Direétion and 
Government, fometimes blown up into a 
Storm, which endangers his total Ship- 


wreck, or at belt, are frequently turned to a 


falfe Point, and fo drive him far away from 
his defigned and defired Port. But this is 
not all: His Will, that fhould be ready to 
execute all the Didtates of his Reafon, which 
it is ever both his Intereft and his Happinefs 
to purfue, is, in general, grown very refrac- 
tory and rebellious, and will fometimes 
quite throw off the Yoke of its friendly Go- 
vernment, tho’ it is fure thereby, like a po- 
pular Commotion, to bring every thing into 
Anarchy and Confufion, Ruin and Defo- 


lation. 


THIS isa fhort Profpect of omr fever 


Imperfections; and the manifold Miferieg@! 
Let us now examindaae 


which furround us. 
what Relief our Religion will afford us fox 


them aaa 
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Light as I am able, I fhall confider the fe- 
veral Remedies which it offers in the fame 
order, as Ihave ranged our feveral Dif- 
eafes. I muft begin therefore with our Un- 
derftanding ; and in this firft and great Par- 
ticular, Chriftianity can fully fupply all the 
natural Defeéts of our Reafon: It fhows 
us, not like the Heathen Philofophers, by a 
long Train of Deduétions, and intricate 
Chain of Thoughts, (where, if we mifs one 
fingle Link, we muft drop the whole Con- 
clufion ;) but by the fhortelt, cleareft, and 
moft fenfible Demonftrations, that we are 
a compound Creature, that is made up.of 
Soul and Body: The one of an immortal, 
the other of a perifhing Subftance. The 
firft, (confiftently with the Wifdom and 
Goodnefs of our great Creator) the Source 
of our moft exquifite, as it is of the moft 
lafting; the latter, only of the infinitely 
meaner and lefs durable Senfations. Nor 
does it only inftruét us where we muft look 
for our greateft Happinefs, and guard a- 
gainft our greateft Mifery 5 but, at the 
fame time, gives us the plaineft and moft 
compendious, as well as the fulleft Direc- 
tions for the certain obtaining of the one, 
and avoiding of the other. | 

THUS Darknefs and Error are removed 
from before our Eyes, and the univerfal 
' Scene of Nature is ri before us, and every 
thing reprefented to'us in its true Colours 
and juft Proportion. From hence we may 
plainly perceive, that we have the Seeds 
of an Heaven or Hell in our own Breafts ; 
and may be as fully convinced, that the 
Rules of our Holy Religion are not found- 
ed in the arbitrary Will of God, but in the 
eternal Laws of Reafon; as Happinefs is 
the neceflary Confequence of our Obedience, 
and Mifery the certain and fatal Attendant 
of our Difobedience to every Precept in the 
whole Gofpel. 

HERE then we can be no longer in 
doubt where to place our Affections, or at 
a lofs how to govern, or where to direét 
our Paffions; for we are inftruéted where 
the only true Happinefs can be found, and 
have the Road to ir fo plainly pointed out 
for us, that we cannot fail of arriving at ir, 
if we do but fteadily purfue ir. The Clear- 
nefs of this Profpeét, together with that 
innate and ftrong Defire of Happinefs,which 
(as I have before obferv’d) is implanted in 
allour Breafts ; may, at firft fight, be thought 
fufficient to-bring every reafonable Crea- 
ture into the certain Poffeffion of ir. But 
could our Religion afford us no farther 
Help, I muft confefs we muft for ever fall 
fhore of our defired End : For tho’ when 
we are able to confider things calmly, our 
Underftanding might undoubtedly give us 
full Direétions for our Conduct, yet Expe- 
rience muft convince us all, that our fen- 
fual Paffions will be fometimes boiling up 
too faft, in fpite of all our Reafon, and fo 


“the Convictions of ir. 





rel n lind it: Oper at 7 that it can {ee fl 

thing clearly which is before it, Nay a 
would be ftill worfe, our ftubborp and % 
bellious Will would often reject, éudliie 
ftrongelt and. cleareft Dictates: the Fle os 

would often get the better of the Spirit, ang 
prefer prefent and fenfible Gratificatic 


ca ications ¢ 
the diftant Profpect of a future, tho’ inf. 


nitely greater Good; whilft all our wie 9) 
dom and Knowledge would bring us no Bios - 
farther than the Poet’s ~ <i 


——Video Meliora proboque, 
Deteriora fequor 





and fo make the Clearnefs of our Reafon | 
only expofe us to the feverer Lathes of ony 
Confcience, upon our aéting contrary to 




















HERE then we have ftill abundant Oe. | 
cafion to look for farther: Affiftance;sand 
our moft ‘gracious Saviour has molt fill 
procured it for us. The Merit of his Sué 
ferings and Obedience, is ready to blotat 
all our paft Tranfgreffions, and his all-fufs 
cientGrace is freely offered rofupporty 
the future, againft all the Stfefigthrofe 
ward Corruption, or outward Ten 
tions. Tho’ the vifible and notorions Me — 
racles which attended the firft Propagation — 
of the Gofpel, have long fince ceafed} yet 
the humble devout Chriftian may often feel 
the Divine Power fupernaturally working — 
in him, tho” in a more fecret. and lefs{ a 
fible manner: For when the, too powertul #4 
Efforts of Senfe and Paffion diftraét and Bie. 
cloud his Reafon, and he is forced to flyto Hue. 1 
Heaven for help; he may frequently p> @o., 
ceive the divine Rive fhining out gradually 
upon him, difpelling all the Mifts hata 
been raifed about him by the Tumult ol 
his inferiour Faculties, and ftrengthning his 
Eye fo wonderfully, as to enable him tobe- 
hold the full Extent of his Road, evento 
the very Gates of Heaven. Again, when 
he is ready to give way to the fierceAflaults 
of corrupt Nature, or is quite wearied out 
with the ~engyh of his tedious Conflict with 


it, the fame Indulgent and Almighty Hand fered 
is reached out to fupport the ftaggering Tt fay, ( 
veller ; and whilft he lifts up his Heart t i 
his God, he finds it animated moft amazing 9) poy 
ly with a Strength and Vigour that 1s. moe Bin, 
than human. ‘Thus in this moft emphaticdl Work 
Senfe does our Bleffed Saviour, by an AF good | 
mighty Power, ftill caufe the Blind to fee, mutt { 
and the Lame to walk. And thus is oul gy. 
fecond Adam ready to free us fully from all sin wi 
the Weaknefles and Mifery to which W ny ¢, 
have been expofed by the Fall of the fir. Fi x 
Ithink.I may therefore well clofe my Fas {i 
per with the Words of the late famous hea 
Mr. Boyle: “ Let us, (fays that divin bb ~—- 
“ Jofopher) never be tired with thé Lengt® 9 thy , 
“ of the Confit, or defpair of Succets 10 4), 

“* Engagement, where we may depend upon A 
having God for our Second, and Heaven, 
** for the Reward of our Victory. _,; “by 
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